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JEREMIAH 52:31-34

In the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of
Judah, in the year Awel-Marduk became king of Babylon, on the
twenty-fifth day of the twelfth month, he released Jehoiachin
king of Judah and freed him from prison. He spoke kindly to him
and gave him a seat of honor higher than those of the other
kings who were with him in Babylon. So Jehoiachin put aside his
prison clothes and for the rest of his life ate regularly at the
king’s table. Day by day the king of Babylon gave Jehoiachin a
regular allowance as long as he lived, till the day of his death.



THE CHRISTIAN'S GOAL IS NOT TO
IGNORE POLITICAL REALITIES

BUT TO RESIST PARTISAN IDOLATRY



THE LAST KINGS OF JUDAH

HEZEKIAH JOSIAH

\ \
1Y
500D
55 Y

(' JEREMIAH )

|
AMUN JEHIJAHAZ JEHOIACHIN
MANASSEH JEHUIAKIM ZEDEKIAH

I__ﬁ/___l

VASSAL KINGS



DANIEL 3:8-12

At this time some astrologers came forward and
denounced the Jews. They said to King
Nebuchadnezzar, “May the king live forever! Your
Majesty has issued a decree that everyone who hears
the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and
all kinds of music must fall down and worship the
image of gold, and that whoever does not fall down
and worship will be thrown into a blazing furnace.



DANIEL 3:8-12

But there are some Jews whom you have set over
the affairs of the province of Babylon—Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to
you, Your Majesty. They neither serve your gods
nor worship the image of gold you have set up.’



THE ZEALOTS WANTED TO
ATTACK & OVERTHROW THE GOVERNMENT

THE HERODIANS & SADDUCEES WANTED TO
ALIGN WITH THE GOVERNMENT

THE ESSENES FLED TO THE DESERT TO
AVOID THE GOVERNMENT

THE PHARISEES SEEK RELIGIOUS PURITY AND
ABDICATE TO THE GOVERNMENT



MATTHEW 22:15-22

Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his
words. They sent their disciples to him along with the
Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are a man
of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance
with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay
no attention to who they are. Tell us then, what is your
opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?”



MATTHEW 22:15-22

But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites,

why are you trying to trap me? Show me the coin used for
paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, and he asked
them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?”
“Caesar’s, they replied.
Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is
Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”
When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him
and went away.
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1 PETER 2:11-17

Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from
sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. Live such good
lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing
wrong, they may see your good deeds and glority God on the day
he visits us. Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human
authority: whether to the emperor, as the supreme authority, or
to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do
wrong and to commend those who do right.



1 PETER 2:11-17

For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence
the ignorant talk of foolish people. Live as free people, but
do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as
God’s slaves. Show proper respect to everyone, love the
family of believers, fear God, honor the emperor.
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